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Innovation in Action: 90 Students Take On
Biotech, Al, and Entrepreneurship at ACC

From July 21-24, the 4th floor of the Amgen Capability Center (ACC) in
Tampa was fransformed into a dynamic innovation lab as 90 students
from 46 local schools were welcomed to the annual STEM
Entrepreneurship Camp.

Hosted in partnership with the Shooting Stars Foundation and supported
by the University of South Florida’s Muma College of Business and
Hillsborough County Public Schools, the program immersed students in
the world of biotech, Al, and business innovation through hands-on
workshops, expert mentorship, and a real-world pitch competition.

Throughout the week, students explored practical applications of Al in
health, personalized learning, and financial literacy while developing
their own startup ideas. With the support of a diverse group of mentors
and volunteers, like Lucia Leonard, Carlos Gonzalez, and other Amgen
Tampa team members, along with community and industry partners,
students received invaluable guidance throughout the week.

A highlight was the “How to Make a Pitch” session, led by Mathis
Haugen and Rima El Brouzzi of SYP, who shared strategies for crafting a
compelling pitch deck and helped students prepare persuasive
presentations. On the final day, in a Shark Tank style competition,
teams presented their ventures to a panel of judges, with the winning
teams spotlighted during a closing ceremony featuring Sal Khan,
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Founder of Khan Academy, and opening remarks by Esteban Santos,
Executive Vice President, Amgen Operations.

A heartfelt thank you to the incredible Amgen Tampa volunteers, ERG
partners (ASAN, ALEN, WE2, WISE, AECP), Hillsborough County Public
Schools System, University of South Florida mentors and judges, and
other partners, who made this program possible. Their energy,
generosity, and leadership helped shape an unforgettable week for
future Tampa Bay innovators.

& Read more about the event in this recap from USF's Nault
Center for Entrepreneurship:
(3 USF News Feature — Amgen STEM Camp
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https://www.usf.edu/business/news/2025/7-25-25-amgen.aspx
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