The mission of Keep Pinellas Beautiful is Keep Pinellas Beautiful | 5090 6&th St. N.

P!NéLAE))V

to conserve and beautify our natural www.kpbcares.org | 727-533-0402
environment by means of community KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL AFFILIATE Please contact us for more information:
engagement and education. infoekpbecares.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mya Cocchiola Patricia
DePlasco

Communications Coordinator Executive Director
communications@kpbcares.org Pdeplasco@kpbcares.org

727-533-0402

Keep Pinellas Beautiful
Kicks Off the Great American Cleanup with
The GAC BeBot Beach Tour: Leaders Against Litter
Pledge Signing and Cleanup

Local Organization Kicks off the 2025 Great American Cleanup,
Keep America Beautiful’s Signature Beautification Event

ST. PETERSBURG, FL (Friday, February 7, 2025) - Keep Pinellas Beautiful, your local Keep
America Beautiful affiliate, is introducing our 2025 Great America Cleanup (GAC) with a
press conference/cleanup event titled, “The GAC Bebot Beach Tour: Leaders Against
Litter Cleanup.” This Keep America Beautiful signature event engages thousands of
volunteers from March 1t to June 30", removing litter and beautifying locations throughout
Pinellas County.

Volunteers will get to work alongside the BeBot, a unique beach cleaning device that
collects discarded small debris at the sand’s surface level under the remote control of
trained staff. It runs on a mix of solar and battery power and removes litter such as
fragmented plastics and cigarette butts that might otherwise go unnoticed. We will also
showcase our community leaders and elected officials “leading the way” in our charge
against litter.

The purpose of this initiative is to raise awareness about how Florida’s pervasive litter
problem affects communities by inviting community leaders to observe the problem first-
hand by cleaning up a local site and educating participants about the direct and indirect
costs and damage caused by litter. Keeping Florida beautiful is a civic responsibility that
rests equally on all our shoulders.
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KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL AFFILIATE

After a brief morning clean-up, we will ask all attendees to make a public commitment by
pledging to:

SPEAK UP and spread the word that litter is not acceptable in Pinellas County.
PICK UP litter whenever you see it.
STAND UP and lead the way for a litter-free Pinellas County

WHEN: Friday, February 28, 2025
WHERE: John’s Pass Park, 12901 Gulf Blvd. Madeira Beach, FL 33708
TIME: Sign-in at 8:00 AM, Presentations begin at 8:15 AM

Registration Link: Bebot Beach Tour: Leaders Against Litter Cleanup Tickets, Fri, Feb 28,
2025 at 8:00 AM | Eventbrite

Keep Pinellas Beautiful will be continuing The GAC Bebot Beach Tour with our Kids Can
Cleanup at Sand Key Park on March 1% and St. Pete Beach Cleanup at TradeWinds Island
Grand Resort on March 8™.

Thank you to our event sponsors: Pinellas County, Keep America Beautiful, City of
St. Petersburg, City of Clearwater, City of Largo, FDOT, Surfing's Evolution &
Preservation Foundation, Waste Pro, Trademark Metals Recycling, Keep Florida
Beautiful, Chick-fil-A, and Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council.
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For more information, please contact Megan Jackson, Program Coordinator of Keep Pinellas Beautiful, at 727-
533-0402 or mjackson@kpbcares.org.

About Keep Pinellas Beautiful

Keep Pinellas Beautiful (KPB), Inc., a 501c3 nonprofit organization and an affiliate of Keep America Beautiful has the
mission to conserve and beautify our natural environment by means of community engagement and education. Keep
Pinellas Beautiful engages volunteers to foster unity and strengthen community bonds through community improvement
and beautification efforts across Pinellas County. Our goal is to develop community ownership and pride to ensure the
ongoing health and beauty of our home — where we all live, work, and play. For more information on how to help clean up
and green up your community visit: https://www.kpbcares.org/
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