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The Minority Empowerment Program (MEP) is an initiative
of the Chamber designed to bring Black and Hispanic owned
and led businesses and nonprofits into the community
conversation through Chamber membership, resulting in a
more inclusive environment and approach toward business
growth throughout the region. As a program under the Tampa
Bay Chamber’s “Inclusive Organization” pillar, MEP strives to
create an environment where all feel welcome. Along with
the benefits of an Enterprise Level Chamber Membership,
participants also receive quarterly specialized programming,
invitations to special sessions, and networking events with
the Chamber's Minority Business Accelerator participants.
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O AT&T, a member of the Tampa Bay Chamber, approached the Chamber about
creating a program that would increase the participation and relationships of
Black and Hispanic owned and led businesses and non-profits.

O AT&T, Amgen, Moffitt Cancer Center, Bush Ross, Florida Natural Gas, Bank of
America, Phoenix Portfolio, Fifth Third Bank and Tampa Bay Food Trucks all
have funded the 4th year of the MEP program.

O The goal of the Minority Empowerment Program is to welcome more Black
and Hispanic businesses and nonprofits into chamber membership, making
the Chamber organization better positioned to listen to the input, and to
represent the perspectives, of Black and Hispanic owned organizations that
are vital to the economic and social health of the Tampa Bay area. This results
in a more inclusive and equitable approach toward business growth and
community engagement throughout the region, while also connecting more
businesses with Chamber resources for growth and development.
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O The sponsors of the Minority Empowerment Program provide 16 one-year
Enterprise (top tier) Chamber memberships to Black and Hispanic owned
businesses and non-profits that were not already chamber members.

O All the participants attended an Orientation to learn about programs, events
and initiatives that are available to them to engage with the Chamber while
expanding their professional relationships and connections.

O 16 companies were identified as excellent candidates for this year long
program that is designed to scale business development and growth.

Participants are encouraged to attend premier networking events.

Personal connections are facilitated at Business Around the Bay, a small group
of business leaders' roundtable discussion to cover a variety of topics.

O Direct business connections lead to new business opportunities including
MEP to MEP partnerships and MEP to member partnerships.

mmmmmm SESSIONS UPDATES

2024 CHAIR

Kosetty Polanco
Bank of America

JAN. 16 Member Orientation “Welcome to the Tampa Bay Chamber”
QUARTER 1 FEB. 15 Presenting Powerfully and Masterful Marketing
QUARTER 2 MAY 15 Doing Business with the City of Tampa and Hillsborough County
QUARTER 3  AUG. 13  Business Planning - Access to Capital

QUARTER 4 DEC. 3 Maximizing Entrepreneurship
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SESSION 4

In this session we explored a variety of marketing campaigns that were inspired
by the other participants that pushed creativity and helped to craft successful
campaigns that were tailored to each unique business need by sharing from each
of the companies. This session focused on fortifying relationships through chamber
membership. This opportunity also provided ways to connect and strengthen the
overall economic landscape by focusing on collective engagement with each other
and our resources in the community.

Minority Empowerment Program Entrepreneurs & Sponsors Finish Strong in 2024!
- Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce

NEWS RELEASES - MEDIA OUTREACH

The Minority Empowerment Program continues to release MEP company press
releases on its own page on the Tampa Bay Chamber website. Click Here

EVENTS ATTENDED

Tampa Bay at Sunset

Competitive Edge

Networking 101 and Return on Relationships
Women of Influence

After Five

Priority Invitation to Benchmarking

Public Policy Roundtable

O O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O

Circle of Influence
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https://www.tampabaychamber.com/blog/2024/11/21/minority-empowerment-program/minority-empowerment-program-entrepreneurs-sponsors-finish-strong-in-2024/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/blog/2024/11/21/minority-empowerment-program/minority-empowerment-program-entrepreneurs-sponsors-finish-strong-in-2024/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/pages/mep/
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The Almond Group
Monica Maybeck, Owner & CEO

Blind Tiger
Roberto Torres, Founder and CEO

Booze and Bubbles
CJ Thompson, Founder & CEO

BUP Technologies Inc
Martika Jones, Founder & CEO

Butler & Gary Logistics, LLC
Milton Butler Ill, President

ClearSet.Al
Yasmine Gardener, Founder & CEO

Coachman Global
Ridell Saddler, Owner

The Collective Wellness
Institute
Dr. Shnai Simmons Founder & CEO

CLEANING SERVICES

KATHY TIMES
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E2E Cleaning Services Inc.
Johnny Nunes, Owner

KathyTimesWOW
Kathy Times, Owner & CEO

Power Real Estate Group
Celina Weathersby, Owner, Broker,
and Agent

Project and Engineering
Solutions LLC

Quante Ferguson, Founder and
CEO

Prymel Elements
Allysen Kerr Founder & CEO

Saturday Shoppes
Renee Edwards, Founder & CEO

TriOrb Solutions
Joe Tibor, Founder and CEO

We Go All Places, LLC

Maurice White, Owner
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mmmmm PARTICIPANT HIGHLIGHTS

BUP TECHNOLOGY

O We've journeyed from the high of being the networking app sponsor at the
Synapse Summit to exploring new B2B prospects, receiving an award, and
even securing angel investment. Read More

BLIND TIGER

O Nominated for Seminole 100. Learn More

O Florida Trend 500 Most Influential List. Learn More

KATHY TIMES WOW MEDIA

O Disney and its ABC News Group recently committed
to sponsoring the National Association of Black
Journalists Leadership Academy program, developed
and facilitated by Emmy-winning Storyteller and
Communications Strategist. Learn More

-

THE ALMOND GROUP -

O  Successfully launched the beta version of our On-Demand Leadership Development Program, which is a pilot of
our suite of on-demand leadership development courses. This new platform offers a flexible and engaging way to
build leadership skills, with courses designed for all levels, from entry-level staff to senior executives. The courses
were designed for small business, big business, non-profits, and government. Here's a sneak peek of one of our
courses! Watch Here

O CEO Monica Maybank was featured on Channel 8 discussing ways to mitigate mental health during mental health
awareness month. Watch Here

O Launched a new corporate promo video. Watch Here

O We completed a redesign of our website to better reflect our mission and service offerings.
O We onboarded our 2nd FTE.

O We submitted bids worth $1.2 mil to be primes on public and private contracts.
EVERYDAY SHOPPES

O Everyday Shoppes is a groundbreaking retail concept, Everyday Shoppes at the Brandon Exchange reached a goal of
over $25,000 in sales in our retail store. Saturday Shoppes partnered with the city of St. Pete, Suncoast, all vendors
in Everyday shoppes are committed to a free one-year retail training program to help with Banking, FDA approvals,
Pricing for profit and more.
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https://mailchi.mp/bup/company-update-bp-feb-13th-in-the-news-new-commercial-sponsor-spotlight-more-9365576?e=88ff75128f
https://www.seminole100.fsu.edu/2025-honorees-alphabetical-list
https://floridatrend500.com/hospitality/roberto-antonio-torres/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/blog/2024/12/09/minority-empowerment-program/minority-empowerment-program-entrepreneur-selected-for-national-project/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Y6wV9ekxu2eh_uqmFtOi7qhN8Rm88F8/view
https://www.wfla.com/bloom-tampa-bay/navigating-mental-health-in-todays-society/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7194015219461799936/

COMMUNITY PARTNER ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

FIFTH THIRD THURSDAYS - Come and be inspired and get empowered by
arobust panel that encourages business owners to maximize their business
opportunities within the community. Launches Small Business Catalyst Fund in
Partnership with Community Reinvestment Fund, USA.

MOFFITT CANCER CENTER HELD THE DIVERSITY SUPPLIER FAIR
and the Tampa Bay Chamber was well represented with member companies
as well as representation of the chamber’s economic inclusion programs. RFP
announcement on behalf of The Beck Group.

CITY OF TAMPA - has built an interactive incentive map, in which new and
existing businesses could utilize to see what tax, loan or grant incentives they
may be eligible for Business Incentive Map | City of Tampa. The City of Tampa has
released the Universal Funding Request for Application (RFA) for the Community
Development Block

USF - Stakeholders Outreach Event. Future on the Stadium Project and meet the
construction management team.

ROME YARDS - Rome Yards will offer a dynamic setting, making it an ideal
relocation option for existing organizations or a comprehensive home for new
businesses.

THAP GROUP - Inaugural James A Hammond - Minority Small Business Expo.
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOUNDATION - U.S. Chamber of

Commerce Foundation’s Small Business Hurricane Recovery Grant Program,
developed in collaboration with American Express. Its purpose is to help
communities recover from Hurricanes Helene and Milton by assisting small
businesses and strengthening their ability to withstand future disasters through
educational resources.
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https://www.tampa.gov/deo/economic-opportunity/business-incentive-map

mmmmsm COMMUNITY BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS meeessssssssssssm—ms

KATHY TIMES

O WEFLA Daytime Interviw with Kathy Times. Click Here To Watch

O WEFLA Spotlights Minority Empowerment Program Entrepreneur. Read More

O Minority Empowerment Program Entrepreneur Selected for National Project. Read More
o

Minority Empowerment Program Entrepreneur Selected for National Project. Read More

Click here for more information on MEP or contact Emily Manco, Program Manager.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7bWvQ52ZSs
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/blog/2024/12/23/member-news/in-the-news-wfla-spotlights-minority-empowerment-program-entrepreneur/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/blog/2024/12/09/minority-empowerment-program/minority-empowerment-program-entrepreneur-selected-for-national-project/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/blog/2024/12/09/minority-empowerment-program/minority-empowerment-program-entrepreneur-selected-for-national-project/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/pages/mep/
https://www.tampabaychamber.com/staff/staff/emily-manco/?back=staff

