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HCA Florida South Tampa Hospital Bariatric Team Performs Live Gastric Bypass 
Surgery at 2022 American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery (ASMBS) 

Annual Meeting 

The American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery (ASMBS) once again invites the South Tampa Hospital 
Bariatric Surgical Team to educate surgeons and physicians.  

Tampa, FL,  Wednesday, June 8, 2022 – The Bariatric Surgery program at HCA Florida South Tampa 
Hospital was once again recognized for its excellence in bariatric surgery by being selected to participate 
in the 2022 ASMBS Annual Meeting held this week in Dallas, Texas.  Dr. Amit Taggar, bariatric surgeon at 
South Tampa Hospital, performed a live gastric bypass demonstration from an HCA Florida South Tampa 
Hospital operating room which was live streamed to surgeons and physicians as an educational 
component of the Dallas meeting.   
 
“It is an honor for our bariatric surgery program to be invited by such a prestigious organization to 
provide robotic gastric bypass surgery education to their members,” said Dr. Taggar.  “The ASMBS 
Annual Meeting is the largest gathering of surgeons and integrated health professionals practicing in the 
field of metabolic and bariatric surgery and it’s a privilege to be recognized as a program that 
exemplifies their high standards.”  
 
ASMBS is the largest non-profit medical organization dedicated to metabolic and bariatric surgery, and 
obesity-related diseases and conditions.   They are recognized as the authority and resource on 
metabolic and bariatric surgery.  In 2012, ASMBS partnered with The American College of Surgeons 
(ACS) to achieve one national accreditation standard for bariatric surgery centers, the Metabolic and 
Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program (MBSAQIP).   
 
“The Bariatric Surgery program at HCA Florida South Tampa Hospital is proud to be a MBSAQIP 
Accredited Comprehensive Center, a recognition that acknowledges our dedication to the highest levels 
of care and superior outcomes,” said CEO Sonia Wellman.  “It is extremely rewarding to share our 
knowledge and best practices with other physicians and healthcare professionals across the country.”    
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Photo Caption:  HCA Florida South Tampa Hospital bariatric team with surgeon Dr. Amit Taggar at the 
console perform a live streamed robotic gastric bypass surgery in Tampa for the educational component 
of the 2022 ASMBS Annual Meeting in Dallas. 
 
 
About HCA Florida South Tampa Hospital 
 
Located in the heart of South Tampa, HCA Florida South Tampa Hospital is a full service 374-bed acute care 
hospital focused on personalized care. Services include emergency care, accredited Comprehensive Bariatric 
(weight loss) Center of Excellence, minimally invasive and robotic surgery, orthopedic and spine care, hyperbaric 
wound care, cardiac catheterization lab, and advanced cardiac imaging. Its secondary campus, HCA Florida West 
Tampa Hospital, is recognized for the Hospital for Endocrine Surgery, a destination program dedicated to meeting 
the endocrine surgical needs of patients with tumors of the thyroid, parathyroid and adrenal glands.  In addition, 
the West Tampa campus provides emergency care, inpatient and outpatient mental health services, and inpatient 
substance abuse care.  HCA Florida South Tampa Hospital is proud to be recognized as best-in-class for bariatric 
surgery by achieving the nationally recognized Top 5% for bariatric surgery by Healthgrades. The hospital is part of 
HCA Florida Healthcare, a family of more than 570 affiliated sites of care across the state, including hospitals, 
physician practices, freestanding emergency rooms and urgent care centers. For more information, visit 
HCAFloridaSouthTampaHospital.com 
 
 
 

### 

https://memorialhospitaltampa.com/

